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Keith Hardison Steps Down; Board of Trustees Appoint  
Interim Director for National Medal of Honor Heritage Center 

 
CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (October 6, 2021) – The Board of Trustees of the Charles H. 
Coolidge National Medal of Honor Heritage Center (Heritage Center) announced today that 
Executive Director Keith Hardison has resigned effective October 8, 2021, to accept a position 
with Andrew Jackson’s Hermitage in Nashville as its new Director of Interpretation. The Board 
also announced it has appointed David Currey as its interim executive director until a new 
executive director is hired. 
 
Board Chairman RADM Noah Long, U.S. Navy (Retired) thanked Mr. Hardison for his service 
and dedication to the Heritage Center since joining the organization in early 2018.   
 
“Throughout his tenure, Mr. Hardison has provided the National Medal of Honor Heritage 
Center with incredible leadership and guidance as we moved from a bold vision for a new facility 
in 2016 to opening the doors of a 19,000 square-foot, state-of-the-art facility in February 2020,” 
said Long. “We wish Mr. Hardison continued success in his new position. I believe this transition 
will provide the Heritage Center with an incredible opportunity to recruit a new leader who can 
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lead this organization going forward and build upon our recent successes and strengths during Mr. 
Hardison’s tenure.” 
 
The Board of Trustees has already begun the search for a new executive director. Mr. Currey, who 
was the lead historian and interpretative designer for the Heritage Center’s exhibit gallery and 
currently serves on the Heritage Center’s Board of Trustees, will bring a lifetime of experience 
leading museums and historical institutions. Currently a principal at Encore Interpretive Design, 
he is also a documentary filmmaker, historian and interpretive planner who has worked around 
the world with numerous museums and historic site.  Currey also led the design of the Fort 
Nashborough History Center, which opened in July 2017 along the banks of the Cumberland 
River in downtown Nashville. From 2006-2009, Mr. Currey was a member of the Sergeant York 
Expedition team that located the accurate and artifact-rich Meuse-Argonne battlefield site where 
Alvin York's Medal of Honor action took place.   
 
Long continued, “The appointment of Mr. Currey, with his institutional knowledge of our 
mission and vast experience with overseeing the day-to-day operations of museums and historic 
sites, will ensure the ongoing stability for the Heritage Center and our staff as we begin a national 
search for a new executive director.” 
 

# # # 
 
 
About the Charles H. Coolidge National Medal of Honor Heritage Center 
Opened in February 2020, the Charles H. Coolidge National Medal of Honor Heritage Center is situated in the heart 
of the birthplace of the Medal of Honor—Chattanooga, Tennessee. The 19,000 square-foot facility features life-sized, 
immersive exhibits that memorialize our nation’s highest military award for valor, honor its national heritage and 
recipients, and educate future generations of Americans about the six character traits embodied by the Medal of 
Honor and its recipients: Patriotism, Citizenship, Courage, Integrity, Sacrifice and Commitment. For more 
information, visit www.MOHHC.org. 


