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Independence Day Weekend

Book Club: You Are Worth It by Kyle 
Carpenter

Labor Day Weekend

“War Comes Home” Exhibit Opening

Patriot’s Day Program: 12 Horsemen 
of Afghanistan

Celebration of Valor with Special 
Guest Speaker Kyle Carpenter

3rd Annual Clay Shoot

JUL 3-5

AUG 21

SEP 4-6

SEP 10

SEP 11

SEP 21

OCT 1

UPCOMING EVENTS
Save these dates on your calendar. Visit www.mohhc.org  

or call (423) 877-2525 for details.

2021 ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF VALOR 
LUNCHEON TO FEATURE MEDAL OF 
HONOR RECIPIENT KYLE CARPENTER

The Charles H. Coolidge 
National Medal of Honor 
Heritage Center invites 
you to save the date and 
make plans now to join us 
on Tuesday, September 
21, at the Chattanooga 
Convention Center for one of 
Chattanooga’s most inspiring 
events – our annual Celebration 
of Valor Luncheon. This year, we are honored to have 
Medal of Honor recipient Kyle Carpenter as our keynote 
speaker as we gather to celebrate our successes during the 
past year and raise important funds to help sustain our 
mission into the future. 

This year, our guests will have a special opportunity 
to hear from the country’s youngest Medal of Honor 
recipient. Kyle’s inspirational story of courage, sacrifice 
and commitment will captivate audiences and inspire 
them with the lessons he’s learned about adversity and 
leadership along with sharing his new-found perspective 
on life and how they too can rise up and overcome their 
own challenges and forge a life of joyful purpose.

Proceeds from the Luncheon support the Heritage 
Center and its ongoing efforts to implement several 
educational initiatives, including the Congressional 
Medal of Honor Society’s Character Development 
Program, in our local public and private schools and 
community centers. All of these educational programs are 
especially designed to reinforce six core character traits – 
Patriotism, Citizenship, Courage, Integrity, Sacrifice and 
Commitment – and empower the minds of our young 
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children – our future leaders.  More importantly, these 
educational programs will help future generations learn 
how they too can emulate these six values to face and 
overcome their own challenging times and make a lasting, 
positive change in our society.

If you or your company would like to become a part of 
the 5th annual Celebration of Valor Luncheon, please 
contact Vince Butler at (423) 877-2525 or visit www.
mohhc.org/valor for additional information.  We hope to 
see everyone on September 21, 2021 at the Chattanooga 
Convention Center. 
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EXPERIENCING EUROPE: TOURISM 
AND THE AMERICAN SOLDIER DURING 
WORLD WAR II EXHIBIT OPENS

The Heritage Center’s temporary gallery encompasses 
about 1,000 square feet with several large exhibit cases. 
This gallery houses multiple changing exhibits each year. 
If you have not visited in a while, you will certainly find 
something new. 

On exhibit now through September 1, 2021 is:

Experiencing Europe: Tourism and the American Soldier 
During World War II 

The American soldiers in 
World War II brought with 
them the exuberance of youth 
and the knowledge of past 
generations to a European 
continent that was completely 
tainted by war. These soldiers 
participated in a tourist 
experience that was unlike any 
other. It was an experience that 
involved all the terrible aspects 
of war while still providing 
some small opportunity for wonder. It was a trip that 
many never wanted to take and one that they would never 
forget.

Experiencing Europe – Tourism and the American 
Soldier During World War II delves into what it was like 
to be an American soldier in Europe during World War 
II. It explores how the total war that Europe experienced 
dominated everyday life for combat troops. Whether they 
were in a foxhole in France or on leave in Paris, their 
experiences were shaped by war.

Through artifacts, memorabilia, souvenirs, postcards 
and letters, this one-of-a-kind exhibit puts viewers in 
the mindset of these extraordinary soldiers and helps 
them understand the sacrifices of these young men and 
women as they liberated Europe. The display also explores 
the wartime experiences of Medal of Honor recipient 
Charles Coolidge, who served on the front lines for 132 
consecutive days and shared the hardships common to 
many soldiers. 

THE MAKING OF A HERO BOOK 
RELEASED 

With a series of successful activities, the Heritage Center 
celebrated the recent release of The Making of a Hero. This 
new children’s publication was funded by the National 
Center for Youth Issues and written by Heritage Center 
Vice President of Education Linda Moss Mines.

Linda Moss Mines autographs copies of her book in the 
gallery while several living historians brought the characters 

featured in the book and the exhibits to life for visitors.



HERITAGE CENTER REMEMBERS THOSE 
WHO MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE 

The Heritage Center partnered with several organizations 
to create a 2021 Memorial Day weekend that combined 
patriotism, inspiration, entertainment, and fun for the 
entire family. 

Burroughs Battery/1st Tennessee Artillery demonstrated 
the operation of Civil War artillery in Aquarium Plaza. 
Visitors were invited to learn artillery drill under the 
direction of battery members on both Saturday and 
Sunday. Programs on the importance of Civil War 
artillery and its role in the awarding of a Medal of Honor 
for the battle of Lookout Mountain was presented in the 
institution’s Johnston Education Center. 

In addition to the artillery program, the Air National 
Guard Band of the South provided a series of free public 
concerts in the plaza featuring a variety of musical genres.

The themes of patriotism, service, and sacrifice were 
also highlighted by the Saturday morning program 
remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
their country. Included in the service was a dedication 
of the latest addition to the Heritage Center’s Bricks of 
Valor walk, which featured a new section memorializing 
World War II recipient Charles H. Coolidge who recently 
passed away at the age of 99. Assisting in the ceremony 
was Medal of Honor Recipient Captain Mike Rose.

2021 Memorial Day Weekend

LOCAL SCHOOLS LEARN ABOUT MEDAL 
OF HONOR CHARACTER TRAITS 

A key focus of the Heritage Center is education. Programs 
help current and future generations locally and across our 
country to find the relevance of the Medal of Honor in 
their own lives. Dedicated staff and volunteers teach the 
character traits that Medal of Honor recipients embody 
– Patriotism, Citizenship, Courage, Integrity, Sacrifice 
and Commitment. Below are images of students from 
McCallie School and Hilger Higher Learning during their 
recent visits to the Heritage Center. 

McCallie School and Hilger Higher Learning Visits
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK 

It is hard to believe we are already almost half way 
through 2021. It may sound trite, but time flies when you 
are busy and engaged in meaningful activities. Despite 
the many hurtles that COVID-19 has thrown our way, we 
have pushed our mission activities on every front. Every 
week this year we have seen increased activities at the 
Heritage Center and in our virtual programs. We have 
now had a return of some school related activities and 
visitation (mostly the private schools), military reunions 
and activities, and private events in our Event Hall.  
Our virtual history and student clubs are sought-after 
programs.

With the addition of Todd Smith as our Marketing 
Coordinator at the first of the year, we kicked off a great 
variety of marketing activities. These were designed for 
greater local and regional awareness. Our attendance has 
been steadily picking up as the fear of COVID-19 recedes.  
Travelers and “day trippers” are returning to the city and 
we have benefited. For the summer and fall, we have a full 
slate of events blocked out around our national holidays 
and special event anniversaries. Don’t miss the fun of 
participating in these interesting activities.

I would be remiss if I didn’t praise and thank our highly 

professional staff and the dedication of our Volunteer 
Corps. They have made the events happen and executed 
each in a first class, most professional way. We need 
additional volunteers in our Corps so recruiting should 
be on everyone’s agenda. 

We urge the continued support, both financially and 
socially, of our members. Recommend us to your 
friends, relatives and neighbors. Bring your children and 
grandchildren to the Heritage Center. Share our social 
media posts with your network. Every small action helps 
us fulfill our two-fold mission of preserving the past and 
inspiring the future.

We hope to see you soon.

Rear Admiral Noah Long, USN (Ret.) 
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FROM THE 
DIRECTOR’S 
DESK 

The past few 
months have been 
a roller coaster 
ride for the Heritage Center. Our institution, as well as 
other cultural entities and businesses, have struggled with 
the need to operate in a more restrictive manner and to 
ensure both access and public safety. We are thankful that 
the vaccination process seems to be turning the tide with 
COVID-19 and are encouraged by the increasing number 
of individuals, families, school groups, and motor coach 
tours that have begun to come our way.

Heritage Center staff participated virtually in the 
Tennessee Association of Museums annual meeting. The 
gathering netted four awards for the Heritage Center 
and saw our former executive director, Charles Googe, 
elevated to the presidency of the association.

Our effort to engage increasing numbers of visitors 
through events, changing exhibits, and special events is 
producing positive results. Especially noteworthy was the 
release of and events surrounding The Making of a Hero 
book by Linda Moss Mines, which attracted a significant 
number of young visitors. The Memorial Day weekend 
event likewise drew considerable visitors to our facility 
and program.

On a more somber note, the Heritage Center was deeply 
saddened by the loss of Charles H. Coolidge, Sr., a 
genuine hero and national treasure whose amazing story 
will always be told here. We also mourn the loss of Medal 
of Honor recipient Chuck Hagemeister, who participated 
in our grand opening and supported our educational 
endeavors. These men left big shoes to fill and will be 
greatly missed.

As we look forward to a season full of promise for our 
personal health and institutional success, we thank all of 
you for your support of the Charles H. Coolidge National 
Medal of Honor Heritage Center.

Have a great summer!

Keith Hardison, Executive Director

STAFF LISTING

Keith Hardison   Molly Randolph   
Executive Director  Curator

Vince Butler   Hannah Sher  
Campaign Coordinator  Director of Education

Melinda Craft   Todd Smith  
Development Officer  Marketing Coordinator

Sandra Horsman   Steven Thomas  
Office Assistant   Director of Program   
    Support
Kimberly Kelly  
Office Administrator

AWARDS & RECOGNITION

During its recent annual conference, the 
Tennessee Association of Museums (TAM) 
recognized the Heritage Center with four 
prestigious awards. The awards were:
Award of Excellence - Virtual History 
Education Program, Award of Excellence - 
Dr. Mary Walker Temporary Exhibit, Award 
of Commendation - Permanent Exhibit, 
and Award of Commendation - Orientation 
Film. In addition, the Virtual History 
Education Program was a finalist for the 
Past Presidents Award.

Charles Googe, President of TAM and former executive 
director of the Heritage Center, and Shana Haynes present 

the TAM awards to Heritage Center staff. 



IN MEMORIAM
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Photos by Kathleen Greeson Photography 



HOURS
Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday 10:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Last tickets sold 45 minutes prior to closing

ONLINE 
Visit www.mohhc.org
Find us on Facebook and Instagram @TheFirstMedals

P.O. Box 11467
Chattanooga, TN 37401

Physical location:
2 W. Aquarium Way, Suite 104
Chattanooga, TN 37402

MEMBERSHIP 
RECOGNITION

In the March issue 
of our newsletter the 
Charles H. Coolidge 
National Medal of 
Honor Heritage Center 
recognized our earliest 
supporters (Charter 
Members). As a result 
of their generosity, 
the Heritage Center 
was able to reach key 
benchmarks in the 
effort to relocate the 
institution to a new 
home in Aquarium 
Plaza. In this issue, we 
are pleased to recognize 
our Patriot Members, 
as well as our Annual 

Sustaining
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy 
Adams
Dr. Hank Powell

Contributing
Bob Antolak
William Ball
Darlene Barnett
COL James Boney
Don Boutz
John Connor
Chris Cordes
Jeanne Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Crum
Eva Doyle
John Durham
Maria Garcia
Tim Gilmore
William Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Gray
MAJ Carol Grohn
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell 
Holland
Lynda and Michael Hood
Malcolm O. Huckins
Janet Hulsey

Julie Jansen
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Lieberum
Teresa McKitrick
Mich Michaud
Bryan Page
LTC Albert Piatt
Roger Richardson
Jack Samples
Sarah Seepe
Officer Stuart Goggans 
Gregory Wade
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 
Walldorf
Mary Lynn Wilson

General Members (Annual)

David Smith
Herbert Thornbury

Supporting and General 
Members. Thank you all for 
your generous support.

Patriot Members (Lifetime)

LTC Bill Arnold
Leo Biedermann
COL Marvin Bolinge
Gay B. Edwards
Patrica Kinder
Terry Miles
John Niemeyer
Stephen Peake
Martin Penny
Todd Ricke
LTC Don R. Stephenson, Jr.
Alvin L. Thomas
Wesley Turner

Supporting Members (Annual)

Andrews Raiders Council
Thomas Collins
David Stewart


